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Dans une chambre au rez-de-chaussée du Musée Villéle,
autrefois domaine de la famille Desbassayns,
aurait séjourné une jeune cousine prénommée Virginie,
originaire de I’ile Maurice, alors appelée Isle de France.
Voici son histoire, telle qu’elle nous a été transmise.







Lok 5 B Rom 20 5Re] |
S b dm opstek Bow bad sl Sa dn op -
sek 5 ﬁolb\\&ao’.fo.\»wﬂl#wm%\hnj‘ng&
Jcmkéc'mom.):e Jm&a,&%m‘m@%p (OR-
X Qe Eemevmm(nm’«& %v.?.&’d e & apronn

' ke % bann ppet 2)01\ 3m sepavis @mé ¢ Rom
3 rdokeR: )cu oemonke 1o med | lo \c&&ogé te
5 foflonk gyevze ksueda. € b apstet la
5 Rt ong Qo pcheie R 2k ’

Vngivs Pe b o & Mesto: 7 :



HAPPINESS SORROW
)
t_.
1 - Widows 8 7 - Letter
)
2 - Childhood - 8 - Departure
3 - Maroon 9 - Return
4 - Pardon 10 - Cyclone

11 - Shipwreck

5 - Forest

6 - Home 12 - Final
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Two widows, Madame de la Tour and Marguerite,
live on the Isle of France, and they are close friends.
They have two children, named Paul and Virginia,
who are the same age.

Madame de la Tour is Virginia's mother, and

Marguerite is Paul's mother.
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One day, a maroon slave
arrives at their house.
She asks for protection, and

Virginia agrees to help her.
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Paul and Virginia decide to go and
see the slave’s mistress, to ask her

to pardon the maroon slave.
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When Paul and Virginia return home,

they get lost in the forest.

Suddenly, there is a storm,
and they must cross a large river.
Virginia is tired,

so Paul carries her in his arms.
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Soon some marroon slaves

find Paul and Virginia.

They carry the two young people
back to their mothers’ home.

The mothers are so delighted!
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One day, a letter from France arrives

for Madame de la Tour.

A rich aunt wants to leave her fortune to Virginia,
but Virginia has to go to France.

Paul and Virginia cry; Paul feels desperate!.
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Soon after, the two mothers and Paul
accompany Virginia to the boat.
Paul watches the boat go to sea,

his eyes full of tears.
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One morning, Madame de la Tour
receives a letter from France:
Virginiasoon returns home!

Everybody feels so happy!

On the day of Virginia’s arrival, Paul goes

and watches out for the boat.
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Alas, when the boat appears, a cyclone is coming;
the sky is dark and the sea is rough.

The boat is in distress, but nobody can help!
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Suddenly, the boat sinks into the sea.

When the nightis over,
Paul, mad with pain,

finds Virginia dead on the beach.






The next day, many people come to Virginia’s funeral,
but Paul, inconsolable,

survives his dear friend by only two months.

Paul is buried next to Virginia,

under the shade of some bamboo trees,

near the church of Pamplemousse.
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